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Christopher Smith, Glass Artist, Glaskrafter Art Glass
Christopher Smith, after completing a year-long stained glass studio apprenticeship and enjoying a semester of glass blowing 
at ACAD, opened his Glaskrafter Art Glass studio in Nanaimo in 1977. Chris has become a fixture in the Vancouver Island Arts 
and Craft scene. He has taught Stained Glass, Sandblasted Glass and Kiln Worked Glass at Malaspina College, North Island 
College, NDSS and in his studio. With his life-partner Jane and various dog companions he has been walking the Englishman 
for years. Witnessing the river change and the different salmon runs has inspired him to create glass work about the river and 
the fish. His Kiln cast glass salmon are represented by 10 galleries, museums and resorts between Tofino and Whistler. In 
light of all the river has given, Chris wants to give back. He was elected to the board of Mid Vancouver Island Habitat 
Enhancement Society in 2020. MVIHES Mission statement says it all:  “We are dedicated to the recovery of wild Pacific 
salmon through the conservation and of their habitat - watersheds, estuaries, and shorelines and to connect people to their 
landscape through partnerships that focus on field study, education and restoration.”

Robert Held, Glass Artist, Design, Robert Held Art Glass
Robert uses techniques that date back as long ago as 2000 BC,  however, his collections range from classic to contemporary.  
Some works are inspired by the paintings of famous artists such as Money and Klimt, while others take inspiration from 
photographers, and even interior designers.  Robert’s glass work has been chosen for many prestigious awards and 
collections.  His goblets were selected to grace the table of the Governor General’s “Perfect Setting” and a commissioned 
piece: a glass bowl encasing 23rd karat gold maple leaves and sparkling dichroic glass now sits in Her Majesty’s Royal 
Collection.  Robert would like to recognize his amazing helpers Chago Vargas and Sean Kerrigan.

Deborah Freeman, Writer, Photographer
Deb Freeman is a writer, photographer and mostly just an observer. She is fascinated by the day-by-day goings on in 
nature. She supports non-profit environmental causes by donating images that can be used to further the understanding of 
how we, as humans, interact with the natural world. She has co-written (with Diana Mongeau) two small books on the healing 
plants of the Pacific Northwest called Nettles and More... Vol 1 & 2 and written a book of vignettes of her interactions with 
nature while kayaking and hiking on Vancouver Island, Song of the Sparrow. Her pictures have been used in various 
environmental magazine articles and documents presented to the government for saving endangered species habitat in Old 
Growth Forests. She is a long time resident of Vancouver Island and believes by sharing information it will help others respect 
and care for this beautiful place in which we live.

Kelly Corbett, Artist, Photographer
Nanoose Bay artist Kelly Corbett presents her expression of majestic British Columbia.  Holding diplomas in both Fine Art 
(UFV) and Photography Academy, Kelly combines academic training with her natural talent, painting with acrylics. Kelly’s style 
invites you to take a step outside; take a trip through the forest; or an outing by kayak to commune with the natural world. As 
an avid outdoorswoman, Kelly draws inspiration from her hiking, kayaking, and camping trips throughout BC. She captures the 
unique features of stunning wilderness scenes with her camera and uses the images taken as the muse for her paintings. For 
the outdoorsy, Kelly’s painting style invites you to recall your adventures and relive the sights and scents of BC’s natural 
environment. Kelly takes pride in completing paintings that look realistic and offers to all people, the chance to see and 
experience the beauty that is British Columbia.

Nelson Shaw, Steel Artist, Blue Heron Steel Studio
Nelson creates a wide range of hand-crafted, steel sculpture and specializes in abstract art, home décor and garden accents.
Nelson’s amazing work can be found in exhibits at the Bayside Oceanfront Resort, and at the MAC Gift Shop.  You will find his
blue herons in gardens and homes around the world and his Studio is a must-see experience.

www.glaskrafter.com

www.robertheld.ca

freeman.deborah@gmail.com

www.kellycorbett.ca

www.blueheronsteelstudio.com



Our Studio B will once again be filled with interactive, fun and informative 
displays by our local partners, featuring tanks of  pond and stream critters, 

microscope activities, and creative projects for visitors, including our popular 
beach seining and Coastal Stewards program.

Thank you to our ETHOS Partners!

Mid-Vancouver Island Habitat Enhancement Society
IU Deep Bay Marine Station

Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region Research Institute
Regional District of  Nanaimo, Drinking Water and Watershed Protection Program

Department of  Fisheries and Oceans, Canada

ETHOS 2022

Haa/Yuups (Ron Hamilton), Nuu-Chah-Nulth First Nation
Haa’Yuups has been considered a leading indigenous artist, scholar and historian for more than three decades.  He 
has previously worked with officials from the National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C., 
London’s British Museum, Pris’ Musee de l’Homme, Mexico’s Museo Nacional de Antropologia and most recently 
the American Museum of Natural History in New York.  Haa’Yuups is an Hereditary Chief of the Nuu-Chah-Nulth 
First Nation in Port Alberni.

Jesse Recalma
Jessie Recalma is a Coast Salish artist and a member of Qualicum First nation. Jessie grew up watching his 
grandfather create Indigenous works of art. His grandfather shared this knowledge and passed on the tools to 
Jessie which sparked his passion for carving. That knife that his grandfather gifted him would be the first of many 
carving tools that are now used to create a unique blend of contemporary and traditional Coast Salish style. While 
carving is one of Jessie’s favourite mediums to work with, he also devotes his time to painting, digital design, and 
Indigenous languages. Jessie currently works out of his home studio. His works can be viewed on his instagram
page instagram.com/saatlamarts or his facebook page

The name Saatlam Arts is rooted in one the name of an old village site “Saatlam” or “Place of Green Leaves”. 
Jessie felt it suitable to connect this old place name to his work as a nod to the ancestors of his home territory.

David Mackenzie
Wildlife Videographer, Waterworld Artworks. At age 5 David’s first overnight hiking trip was to Tomyhoi Lake in the 
Mount Baker Wilderness. It was an eleven km return with a 1000m elevation gain, a lot for little legs but 
nevertheless ignited a deep passion for the wilderness. He is an experienced canoeist, kayaker and hiker and has 
completed many video projects in and outside Canada. In 2019 he completed a 25 segment film series in Uganda, 
Kenya and Tanzania. David happily shoots wildlife and landscape video above or below water in almost all weather
conditions. He is passionate about water sustainability, intertidal zones, estuaries, rivers and all wildlife, especially 
in riparian environments. 

He is a lifetime member of NALT and has also been honoured by the Partnership For Water Sustainability in BC 
with both Lifetime Member and Champion Supporter status for his video work. David has previously supported 
projects for Shelley Creek restoration on behalf of The Mid Vancouver Island Habitat Enhancement Society 
(MVIHES) and the Parksville community and is pleased to contribute to the "The Tale of One Urban Creek”.

Ross Peterson

Ross Peterson is a retired biologist having graduated from UBC in the early 1960s with degrees in biology and 
zoology. He worked for the provincial government for a number of years in management, research and special 
project capacities; then entered the consulting field working mainly on resource management and ecological 
assessments for government and industry.

Since retiring to Vancouver island in 2000, Ross has continued his passion for environmental protection through 
volunteer work with the Mid Vancouver Island Habitat  Enhancement Society, and personal activism aimed at 
nudging governments towards better ecosystem protection policies – sometimes successfully.
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