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What did the community want?

Watershed Stats

• 30,000 residents

• 1850 ha

• 56% impervious, mostly clay soils

• 2/3 of creek is piped underground

• Open creek sections altered



Vision: Bowker Creek Watershed plan

“The varied human uses and 
natural areas in the Bowker 
watershed are managed to 
minimize runoff and 
pollution, making Bowker 
Creek a healthy stream that 
supports habitat for native 
vegetation and wildlife, and to 
provides a community 
greenway that connects 
neighbourhoods”



Bowker Creek Initiative (BCI)

Multi-stakeholder steering committee tasked with 

coordinating efforts to implement the Bowker Creek 

Watershed Management Plan 

• 3 municipalities (Saanich, Victoria, Oak Bay)

• Regional District (CRD)

• University of Victoria

• 6 Community Associations

• Established in 2004

• Coordinator position cost-shared 

Restoration 

Site



Bowker Creek Blueprint

Bowker Creek Blueprint–

A 100-year action plan to restore

the Bowker Creek watershed

MASTER DRAINAGE PLAN

Engineering Solutions 

for flooding and erosion

SOCIAL

CONSIDERATIONS

Economic costs vs. benefits

Greenways

Recreation

ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSIDERATIONS

Water quality

Aquatic and

riparian habitat

LAND USE

Low impact

development and 

creek corridor

A 100-yr action plan to restore the 
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Bowker Creek Watershed 

Management Plan Goals

❖ Take responsibility for 

actions that affect the 

watershed

❖ Manage flows effectively

❖ Improve and expand 

public areas, natural 

areas and biodiversity

❖ Achieve and maintain 

acceptable water quality



• Articulates a 100 year vision for Bowker 

Creek (Cathedral Thinking)

• Opportunistic – when the opportunity 

presents itself, we are ready

• Identifies shared responsibility, need for 

collaboration and building relationships

• Recommends watershed management policy, 

planning and other stewardship actions

• Recommends site-specific actions for each 

creek section

• Provides direction and information to 

municipalities and other land stewards

Starts with a Vision



What’s in the Blueprint?
• 9 key principles

• 33 Watershed actions 

• 17 reaches (piped and 

open sections) each with 

a set of specific 

integrated actions

• 10 short-term priority 

actions

• Monitoring program

• Illustrative images to 

depict the 100-yr vision



Watershed Principles

■ Use creek-friendly 

management 

approaches 

■ Adopt requirements to 

reduce effective 

impervious area 

■ Construct water 

infiltration and retention 

features in boulevards



Watershed Principles

■ Incorporate Bowker 

Creek goals into 

municipal plans

■ Maintain effective 

communication of the 

Bowker Creek vision, 

goals and actions

■ Plant trees and shrubs 

and protect existing trees



Watershed Principles

■ Purchase and protect key land in the 

watershed

■ Incorporate proposed greenways into land 

use planning

■ Include climate change adaptation and 

mitigation in all activities



Daylighting 

Feasibility Study

• Define a route for the 
daylighting of all closed sections 
of Bowker Creek 

• Incorporate creation of 
greenways as well

• Phase of re-development and 
major infrastructure renewal –
want to be ready for 
opportunities when they arise



DLFS Key Goals 

• Flood Mitigation: Bowker Creek experiences 
significant flooding in a 1:25 year rainfall. 
Areas for improved storm water 
management were noted and considered in 
the design approach.

• Environmental Stewardship: Having Bowker 
Creek daylighted and brought back towards 
its natural state provides tremendous 
environmental benefits, including water 
quality improvements and creation of aquatic 
and riparian habitat. 

• Building the Community: Daylighting the 
creek will provide a feature amenity. Walking 
trails along the creek and multi-use paths will 
be integrated into the existing and proposed 
parks and trail networks. This transforms 
Bowker Creek from a storm sewer no one 
notices to a notable attraction that connects 
residents to their community.



1. Land Acquisition
– Track all lots (see confidential list)

– Require dedication for daylighting

– Update OCPs – e.g. Florence St, Pearl 
St, Doncaster Dr, Garnet Rd)

2. Parks, Trails & Rec. Facilities
– Fireman’s Park: rotate east ball diamond

– Tennis bubble: daylight when tennis 
bubble replaced

3. Hydraulics
– Daylighted creek and existing trunk

4. Land Use / Architectural
– Urban

– Suburban

– Park 

5. Staging
– Partial daylighting

Refinement of Daylighting Concepts and Corridors



Bowker Creek Blueprint 2.0

Bowker Creek Blueprint 2.0

A 90-year action plan to restore

the Bowker Creek watershed
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Bowker Creek 

Blueprint: Framework 

for Collaborative Inter-

municipal 

Implementation

Climate Projections

Climate Emergency

Potential Tree Planting  

Active Transportation 

planning

Updated Greenways 

Daylighting Feasibility 

Study

GI Common Design 

Guidelines  

Conceptual Designs



Keys to our Success

• Dedicated coordinator

• Champions at all levels: elected 

officials, staff, community 

• Embedding the Blueprint into key 

municipal plans and documents 
(i.e. OCP, LAP, Shelbourne Valley Plan, 

Royal Jubilee Hospital)

• Early and visible “wins” (i.e. 

Restoration of Bowker Creek through Oak 

Bay High School, demonstration rain 

gardens)



Keys to Our Success

• Check in with your vision (often!)

• Staying on track and keeping focus – we have the tough 

conversations

• Community at the table for implementation

• Successful outreach efforts and celebrate accomplishments


