
2nd Annual Vancouver Island

Symposium on Water Stewardship 

in a Changing Climate 

Improve Where We Live Through Restorative Development



Day One – Sustainable Stream Restoration

Day Two – Restorative Land Development

A. KEYNOTE: Science Behind Whole-System Approach

B. PANEL & TOWN-HALL: Watershed Health & You

C. MINI-WORKSHOP: Closing the Data Gap

D. REFLECTIONS: Lessons Learned Over a Generation

A. PARTICIPATION: Creating an Actionable Vision 

B. PANEL & TOWN-HALL: Improving Where We Live

C. BEACONS OF HOPE: Bowker & Brooklyn Success Stories

D. REFLECTIONS: We Can Create the Future We Want



“The goal of making the world ‘less worse’ 

does not go far enough. Rather, we have it 

within our power to undo previous damage 

and make the world better.

“The process of restoring our planet and 

revitalizing our communities is becoming a 

rigorous discipline, with the proper education 

and tools.” 

Storm Cunningham

UNIFYING THEME FOR DAY TWO: Decrease our destructive footprint 

while at same time increasing our restorative footprint! 



Building on the understanding that you now 

have for the Whole-System Approach, today 

we focus on how to reconnect hydrology and 

ecology through restorative land development. 

Value the ‘Water Balance Services’ 

Provided by Nature 



Marvin Kamenz coined the term 

"package of ecological services" 

to describe the many advantages the 

community expects to receive from a 

creekshed now and in the future.

Marvin Kamenz, Municipal Planner

Town of Comox, British Columbia

An introduction to new lingo!



IN  THE URBAN / SUBURBAN CONTEXT:

A creekshed is, by definition, 

a small watershed that is local in scale 

such that residents can relate to it.

An introduction to new lingo:

Three levels of watersheds as defined by   

Fin Donnelly, MP, Chair of the Rivershed Society

River Basin - highest order watershed

Rivershed - river tributary

Creekshed - creek tributary

rivershed boundary

creeks

creekshed



WHOLE-SYSTEM, WATER BALANCE LENS: 

Watersheds are integrated systems.

The three pathways by which 

rainfall reaches streams are 

‘infrastructure assets’.

The three pathways provide 

‘water balance services’.

“Creeksheds as Infrastructure Assets”
- THE NEW PARADIGM

An introduction to new lingo!



“EAP deals with a basic question -

what is a creekshed WORTH,                     

now and in future, to the community 

and various intervenors?”

- Tim Pringle

Did you know that looking through 

the ‘worth lens’ leads to a 

fundamental shift in philosophy 

regarding how to value natural assets? 

An introduction to new lingo!



“The shaping of land for human use ought to be based on 
an understanding of natural process.” - Ian McHarg,1969

“The title contains a gradient of meaning.  

It can be interpreted as simply descriptive of 

a planning method, deferential to places and 

peoples, it can invoke the Grand Design, 

it can emphasize the conjunction with and, 

finally it can be read as an imperative.

DESIGN WITH NATURE!”

- Preface to 2nd Edition

September 1991

Ian McHarg (1920-2001)

Renowned landscape 
architect, writer, educator, 
“father of GIS”, and author 

of Design With Nature


