
Parksville 2019 Symposium on Water Stewardship 

Day One – Sustainable Stream Restoration 

 Module & Theme Context Educational Objective 

 

 

A 

 

“Getting It Right”:   

The Whole-System 

Approach 

Puget Sound research in the 1990s 

correlated the relationship between 

land use changes and impacts on 

stream health. This led to the whole-

systems, water balance approach to 

rainwater management in BC. 

Provide historical context as 

to why ‘design with nature’ 

land development and 

drainage practices are 

necessary to reconnect 

hydrology and ecology. 

 

 

B 

 

Panel & Town-Hall 

Session: Watershed 

Health and You 

The Englishman River story illustrates 

elements of whole-system thinking.  

What happens on the land in a 

watershed matters to streams, 

especially when the changing climate 

is altering the water balance. 

Appreciate that a 

stewardship group can be a 

catalyst to bring together 

watershed players and 

facilitate restorative 

outcomes.  

 

 

C 

 

Make Better Decisions: 

First, Understand How 

Water Reaches a 

Stream 

Conducted as a ‘mini-workshop’, the 

session was designed to inform and 

educate a non-technical audience with 

a ‘what you need to know’ 

understanding of the water balance 

and surface / groundwater interaction.  

Explain why and how 

stewardship groups can fill a 

data collection gap at the 

micro-scale in 1st order 

creeks where flow data are 

sparse to non-existent. 

 

 

D 

 

Back to the Future: 

Reconnect Hydrology 

and Ecology 

 

Experience shows that decades of in-

stream restoration work have not been 

sustainable because communities have 

not addressed the root causes of 

‘changes of hydrology’ resulting from 

alteration of the landscape. 

Reinforce why the need is 

urgent for restorative land 

development that restores 

hydrologic function and thus 

results in sustainable stream 

restoration. 

Day Two – Restorative Land Development 

 

 

A 

 

“Getting It Right”: 

Make Better Land Use 

Decisions 

 

Conducted as an engagement session 

to inform program development for 

water policy and planning in the 

second decade of the Regional District 

of Nanaimo’s Drinking Water & 

Watershed Protection function.   

Help the RDN develop an 

‘actionable vision’ for land 

and water in order to tackle 

regional water issues and 

chart a new course to a 

sustainable water future. 

 

 

B 

 

Panel & Town-Hall 

Session: Improving 

Where We Live 

 

Inspirational in scope, five initiatives 

demonstrated what may be achievable 

when there is a restoration imperative. 

Halt the decline and bend the curve in 

an upwards direction to make where 

we live better. 

Explore lessons learned from 

processes that require long-

term commitment, patience 

and perseverance by those 

who are leading change. 

 

 

C 

 

Moving Towards 

Restorative Land 

Development 

 

Bowker Creek (Capital Region) and 

Brooklyn Creek (Comox Valley) are 

beacons of hope. Each demonstrates 

how local government partnerships 

with stewardship groups can ‘improve 

where we live’. 

Celebrate outstanding 

achievements that result 

from a ‘top-down & bottom-

up’ approach that connects 

with community and gets the 

vision right. 

 

 

D 

 

We Can Create the 

Future We Want 

 

 

Visionaries, designers, planners, policy 

makers, and project managers abound. 

Strategists are rare. As a result, 

resilience and revitalization efforts 

often fail due to 1) bad strategy, and  

2) no strategy. 

Understand why essential 

ingredients for restorative 

development encompass: 

vision, strategy to deliver the 

vision, and commitment to 

implement ongoing program. 

 


