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Part D: Local Governments are “Convening for Action” in the Georgia Basin 

 

 

 

 

 

Session Theme Scope 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

Today’s Expectations 
are Tomorrow’s 

Standards 

 

EVOLUTION 

(What) 

Session #1 traced the evolution of rainwater and stormwater 
management policies and practices over the past two decades. 
This provided a frame-of-reference and a common understanding 
for subsequent sessions.  

The 2002 Stormwater Guidebook and the Water Balance Model 
were introduced so that participants would have an understanding 
of the purpose and application of performance targets. 

A desired outcome was that participants would understand WHY 
drainage practice comprises a continuum of paradigms, and 
communities progress at different rates along the continuum. 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

Legal and Policy 
Strategies to Support 
Green Infrastructure 

 

TOOLS 

(So What) 

Session #2 introduced the extensive and very specific tools 
available under the Local Government Act so that they can 
proactively manage the complete spectrum of rainfall events: from 
light showers to heavy rain to extreme storms. 

The Green Infrastructure Guide was explained so that participants 
would know how to use it effectively as a resource. 

A desired outcome was that participants would understand WHAT 
bylaw and policy tools enable incorporation and retrofitting of 
engineered green infrastructure into development plans. 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

Nature Knows        
No Boundaries 

 

 

TARGETS 

(Now What) 

Session #3 elaborated on a performance target approach to land 
development that makes sense, meets multiple objectives, is 
affordable, and results in net environmental benefits at a 
watershed and/or regional scale. 

A framework for ‘bringing it all together’ was introduced so that 
participants could explore a regional team approach that ensures 
a common understanding and consistency at the front counter. 

A desired outcome was that participants would understand HOW 
a Design with Nature approach to rainwater management (i.e. 
using infiltration and trees) will influence the greening of the built 
environment and protect stream health. 
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