
Resilient Rainwater Management:

Across Canada Workshop Series 
on Adapting to a Changing Climate 
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Erik Karlsen, former Director,
Regional Growth Strategies
BC Ministry of Municipal Affairs

While sustainable and resilient are complementary terms,  
draw attention to the future, and help focus thought and action 
…we opted for Resilient Rainwater Management ….
to focus the spotlight on CONTEXT, INTENT and RESULTS



Date City Host Organization

Oct 23 Calgary Alberta Low Impact Development Partnership

Oct 28 Toronto Toronto Regional Conservation Authority

Oct 30 Ottawa Rideau Valley Conservation Authority

Oct 31 Montreal Réseau Environnement

Nov 3 Halifax Ecology Action Centre

Solutions & Tools / Effective & Affordable: 

An Opportunity to Learn About British Columbia’s 
Collaborative and Adaptive Approach to 

Protecting and Restoring Watershed Health



Road Map for Sharing & Learning About 
BC Watershed-Based Solutions & Tools

� MODULE 1: Convening for Action in BC

� MODULE 2: Mimic Natural Water Balance –
Developing Solutions that Build Resilience

� MODULE 3: Regional Team Approach -
Implementing Changes in Practice

� MODULE 4: Share Your Ah-Ha Moments
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“The farther back you can look, the 
farther forward you are likely to see.”

Sir Winston Churchill 
(1874-1965)
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VISION: Mimic Natural Water Balance 
& Protect Water Quality

TURN VISION INTO ACTION: 

Community development activities and 

alteration of the Built Environment will 

result in cumulative benefits , not impacts 



OUR MISSION: Develop Tools. Develop Talent. 
Focus on Outcomes

Weekly e-blasts



A local government perspective on 
the success of ‘Convening for Action in BC’
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John Finnie, PEng

Past-Chair (2006-2011)
CAVI-Convening for Action on Vancouver Island



Watershed Health Goal:

Implementation of Standards of Practice that 
are Affordable and Effective in maintaining 
Healthy Watersheds and Streams



In BC, the Watershed Health Goal differs 
from that in other regions in that:

� BC is primarily a mountainous region

� Headwater tributary streams are a 
predominant feature

� Watershed health is very much about 
protection of aquatic habitat

� The critical issue is aquatic habitat damage 
and loss caused by land development and 
erosion of streams
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“Asset Management for Sustainable 

Service Delivery: A BC Framework… 

identifies natural services and the use of 

natural resources – and how they are part 

of / integrated into the overall services 

provided at a local government level.”

Glen Brown
General Manager, Victoria Operations
Union of BC Municipalities
October  2014

Gas Tax Grant Program provides incentive 
for BC communities to “act like a watershed”
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“Through sharing & learning, 
ensure that where we are going is 

indeed the right way”

Jody Watson
Capital Regional District

June 2013


