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Toledo-Lucas County Adopts Sustainability Strategies to Build a Prosperous Region 

CNT Press Mentions July 2014 

CNT Initiative Helps America Become “Rain Ready”

Action-oriented website, videos, and guides promote better water management in face of climate change
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Ryan Kilpatrick, 773.269.4041

CHICAGO – The Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT), a Chicago-based nonprofit with expertise in

water management and urban flooding, just launched a new resource to help individuals, businesses, and

communities find solutions to the problem of too much or too little water. CNT’s Rain Ready initiative offers a

suite of policies and practices to help residents, communities, and states plan for weather events associated with

global climate change.

Anchored around the website rainready.org, Rain Ready helps Americans, and their municipal and state leaders,

approach the challenges of flooding, water shortage, and/or water pollution in customized and cost-effective

ways.

“Through our years of research and advocacy on water management issues, we realized that there was

something of a disconnect between information and action,” said Harriet Festing, Water Program Director at

CNT. “Rain Ready seeks to close that gap by making it easier for homeowners, businesses, and government

leaders to create Rain Ready plans.”

Rain Ready was developed by CNT with the support of the City of Chicago, a partner with CNT on the

Chicago Sustainable Backyards Program, which ended in 2013.

“There are many actions that residents can take to address the challenges of stormwater,” said City of Chicago

Chief Sustainability Officer Karen Weigert. “Rain Ready, building off of the Chicago Sustainable Backyards

program, will be a one-stop-shop of solutions that will strengthen homes and neighborhoods.”

The Rain Ready website features videos and how-to factsheets that show rain readiness in action.

“Rain Ready provides much needed training and information to help families and businesses prepare for the

unexpected,” said Ed Woods, Director of Community Development for State Farm Insurance Companies.

“Damage from surface water can cause severe economic loss for everyone involved.  I applaud the Center for

Neighborhood Technology for their hard work in helping families, towns and cities better understand water

mitigation strategies.”

“The user-friendly tools and resources Rain Ready is bringing to individuals and government at all levels to

improve our communities is an important addition to the discussion of effective water management policies,” said



Kirk Parker, Head of the Great Lakes Territory for Farmers Insurance. “The helpful insights offered by Rain

Ready can greatly improve efforts to mitigate destructive urban flooding and aid in the more effective use of our
valuable water resources.”

“America is getting warmer and wetter, and cities are beginning to recognize the need to prepare for

unpredictable weather,” said Scott Bernstein, President of CNT. “And they need to do it in a way that doesn’t
break the bank, for themselves or their residents. Our Rain Ready initiative builds on our integrated approach to

water management and can help municipalities and property owners alike find cost-effective, scalable solutions.”

Communities are also looking to states for help. Although each differs in weather, geography, urban
development, and population, states can draw from a broad set of actions to help communities protect

themselves now and reduce risks in the future.

“Illinois has suffered severe flooding over the past several years and people across the state have lost
possessions, property and peace of mind due to flooding. As extreme weather events become more common

due to climate change, we need to focus on protecting Illinois residents from natural disasters such as flooding,”
said Governor Pat Quinn, who is a member of President Barack Obama’s Task Force on Climate Preparedness
and Resilience. “We’ve worked hard to add green infrastructure projects to the Illinois Clean Water Initiative so

that Illinois communities can better manage and prepare for stormwater issues while also protecting the
environment. The Center for Neighborhood Technology’s ‘Rain Ready’ initiative continues this trend of building

a more resilient Illinois by curbing flooding while providing support for residents and business-owners.”

The research and preparatory work for Rain Ready was generously funded by the Surdna Foundation, Prince
Charitable Trusts, Grand Victoria Foundation, the Joyce Foundation, the City of Chicago and State Farm.

###

The Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT) is a nonprofit innovations hub for urban sustainability. CNT’s

research, strategies, and solutions are implemented across America and around the world to create more
equitable and resilient communities. Our 35-plus years of work in transportation and community development,

water, energy, and climate have inspired a generation of new approaches and earned the highest of honors.
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Who is CNT?

The Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT) is an award-winning innovations laboratory for urban

sustainability. CNT works across disciplines and issues, including transportation and community development,
energy, water, and climate change.
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