
    

     

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the SkyscraperPage Forum. 
 
Since 1999, SkyscraperPage.com's forum has been one of the most active 
skyscraper enthusiast communities on the web.  The global membership discusses 
development news and construction activity on projects from around the world, 
alongside discussions on urban design, architecture, transportation and many other 
topics.  SkyscraperPage.com also features unique skyscraper diagrams, a database 
of construction activity, and publishes popular skyscraper posters. 
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 Posted: May 23, 2009, 7:00 AM    #1   

mr.x   

with glowing hearts
 

Join Date: Dec 2003 
Location: █♣█ Vancouver, British Columbia
Posts: 12,671  

Metro Vancouver getting wetter: report  

Metro Vancouver getting wetter, report shows 

Rainfall has increased by 20 per cent in the last 70 years, a trend that could cause problems for the region’s 
farmers 
 
By Kelly Sinoski, Vancouver Sun 
May 22, 2009 11:01 PM 
 
Hotter nights in August and wetter days in the spring and fall have become the norm for Metro Vancouver — and they’re likely to 
continue. 
 
A climate change report commissioned by the regional district has found the average annual rainfall in Metro Vancouver has risen by 
20 per cent in the past 70 years, while the temperature has warmed by about one per cent. 
 
And the trend is expected to continue, threatening the regional district’s farming community. 
 
Warmer, wetter weather could mean more bursts of heavy rainfall, crop pests and pollution from fertilizers, the head of Metro’s 
agriculture committee said. 
 
Harold Steves, a farmer and Richmond councillor, said the latest report underscores warnings that arose in the 1970s and shows the 
dire need to retain land in Metro Vancouver’s agricultural land reserve, especially as land dries up in the B.C. interior and the 
Canadian prairies. 
 
“This is the land we must save,” Steves said. 
 
He noted that in the old days, his father had warned that farmers shouldn’t start harvesting their hay until mid-June. 
 
However, hay is being cut now. 
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According to the report, co-authored by agrologists Dave Whiting and Clarence Lai and based on the 
 
ClimateBC model and different climate scenarios, it’s getting wetter out there. 
 
But the rain tends to be concentrated in the spring and fall, and will likely lead to more extreme events, Whiting said. 
 
This is partly due to a heavy cloud cover that has led to more evaporation over the ocean and increased rainfalls, he said. 
 
“Our nights are getting warmer faster than the days,” Whiting said. “The increased cloud cover is like a thermal blanket; it keeps the 
nights from cooling off as much. That’s a significant contribution to the warming of our climate in the Metro area.” 
 
The report is based on 70 years worth of data from the Vancouver International Airport weather station. 
 
While Whiting didn’t deal with the impact on farmers in his report, he said there are all sorts of implications for those involved in 
agriculture. 
 
Although the warmer weather could result in higher crop productivity and longer frost-free periods, it could lead to problems with 
flooding and pests, the report said. 
 
“There’s going to be increased management problems for farmers dealing with saturated soil; they’re going to find it difficult to get 
their machinery on their land because of excess water,” Whiting said. 
 
“They may have to go to wetter, more tolerant crops.” 
 
ksinoski@vancouversun.com 
© Copyright (c) The Vancouver Sun  

  

     

 Posted: May 23, 2009, 1:42 PM    #2   

Alex Mackinnon 
Can I has a tunnel? 

 

Join Date: May 2008 
Location: Strathcona
Posts: 766  

Quote: 

... 1% temperature increase. As in K, C or F. Who wrote this crap :S  

__________________ 
"It's ok, I'm an engineer!" -Famous last words  

  

while the temperature has warmed by about one per cent. 
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mrjauk  
Registered User

 
Join Date: Oct 2008
Posts: 547  

Quote: 

Given that the report is produced by scientists in Canada, it would have to be in C. In fact, I think even scientists in the US work 
with the celsius scale  

  

Originally Posted by Alex Mackinnon   

... 1% temperature increase. As in K, C or F. Who wrote this crap :S 
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