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Vancouver has the rainy day blues as it struggles with 
more precipitation 
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It's not your imagination - it is raining more in Vancouver than it used to.

A recent Metro Vancouver report on climate change has found that the average annual rainfall 
has risen by 20 per cent since the 1930s, when it averaged around 1,000 millimetres.

It's been a gradual increase, reaching a zenith of 1,500 millimetres in the late 1990s, dipping 
shortly into the new millennium and now heading for a new peak, according to a study of 70 
years worth of data from the Vancouver International Airport weather station.

Summer rainfall has increased only slightly, but levels in the spring and fall have risen 
dramatically.

The statistical confirmation of more rain doesn't come as a total shock to the region's farmers, 
who have been struggling to cope with soggier conditions for years.

Strawberry farmer Alf Krause in Langley and blueberry farmer Paul Gill in Surrey, both of 
whom have been at their businesses for 30 years, say the wetter conditions are damaging crops, 
forcing them to move to higher ground or prompting them to look at different crops.

Part of the problem is not the amount of rain, but how it's been coming down - not in a steady 
drizzle, but in intense bursts, as Vancouverites have seen this spring as the weather alternates 
between dry sunny days and stormy deluges. For the past two decades, climate scientists have 
been reporting an increasing trend toward high-intensity rainstorms in southwestern B.C.

Farmers, too, have noticed there are more violent rainstorms. "It's not the days of rain but the 
amount of rain," Mr. Gill said. "The storms you used to have every five or six years are now 
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every year. Then you get a tremendous amount of water coming in and tremendous flooding, 
especially in the lowlands."

Blueberries are especially vulnerable.

"Blueberries are grown at or below sea level but they don't like to have wet feet. Because of their 
fibrous roots, if it's wet, they suffocate."

He planted a blueberry field on lower land in 2000 that should be coming into its prime 
production years now.

But it's producing like a one-year-old field because of the problems of soaked earth, which he 
hasn't been able to correct even with new drainage and pumps.

In Langley, Mr. Krause said farmers are looking at different varieties of strawberries that can 
withstand the wetter conditions.

"We have a lot more root rot, so the varieties are changing to try to find varieties that grow 
earlier and are not so prone to root rot."

Corry Flader, one of the family owners of The Umbrella Shop, Canada's last remaining umbrella
- manufacturing business, says the fact that it rains less frequently, but harder, is not good for 
business. "My sales have been hurt dramatically because now it rains in buckets."

Ms. Flader mourns the weeks of steady daytime drizzles that used to send her sales soaring. 
(Her consolation is that her sales are still going up, as people have veered away from cheap, 
flimsy umbrellas and toward more durable ones, as they weigh their purchases more carefully in 
a tough economy.)

Rain isn't the only change noted in the Metro Vancouver climate report. Consistent with global-
warming patterns, the region is also getting warmer. Both trends are likely to continue, 
according to the analysis done by agriculture scientists David Whiting and Clarence Lai for 
Metro, which did the study in order to assess the impact of future climate change on agriculture.

"By the 2050s, the models predict that the growing season will start approximately two weeks 
earlier and extend a further two weeks," says their study, which used a modelling program 
called ClimateBC that's been developed by the University of British Columbia and the province. 
By that mid-century point, mean annual temperatures in the region will have risen by 1.5 to 2 
degrees.

Their cautious predictions of what that means for agriculture are:

fewer cold snaps to kill off pests in the winter;
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more potential for flooding;

increased viability for bell pepper and melon crops, and

more heat damage during the summer.

Mr. Krause sees already that there are fewer frosts, which has helped his crops. But the warming 
trend hasn't prompted any shifts yet to bananas or mangoes. "It's not significantly warmer 
enough yet to do more tropicals."
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