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Part B: Align with Provincial Policy & Regulatory Framework 

b. Develop with Care 
2014 

Develop with Care 2014: Environmental 
Guidelines for Urban and Rural Land 
Development in British Columbia (Figure 14) 
replaces the 2012 version of this internationally 
acclaimed document. It provides information and 
guidance so that local governments, land 
developers and others involved in land use can 
use creative approaches to meet the Province’s 
environmental standards. 

Develop with Care 2014 is part of the 
Province’s results-based approach to land 
use decisions. It provides supporting details to 
achieve the objectives of the Living Water 
Smart and Green Communities initiatives. 

 

Towards Resilient Communities 
Develop with Care 2014 has evolved in the course 
of five releases, starting in 2001. 

 Environmental Objectives, Best Management 
Practices and Requirements for Land 
Developments (2001) 

 Environmental Best Management Practices for 
Urban and Rural Land Development in British 
Columbia (2004) 

 Develop with Care: Environmental Guidelines for 
Urban and Rural Land Development in British 
Columbia (2006) 

 Develop with Care 2012 

 Develop with Care 2014 

The Province has many different programs that 
provide local governments with guidance to 
achieve their community goals. Develop with Care 
2014 brings together information and guidance 
from several provincial ministries. The document 
takes an integrative and collaborative approach so 
that the information and guidance (to the extent 
possible) is all in one place. 

Alignment of Provincial and   
Local Government Mandates 

The expanded scope of the 2014 edition includes 
new information on the Province’s programs and 
direction, with emphasis on the environmental 
protection mandate of the Ministry of Environment. 

Develop with Care 2014 is a tool to engage 
with local governments, planners, developers 
and others involved in land use about the 
provincial mandate and issues.  

 

Land Use and Environment: “Develop with Care 
2014 incorporates the integration piece that now 
makes the direct connection to the Built Environment 
and the local government mandate. 
A focus on the Built Environment 
provides an opportunity to look at 
environmental protection from 
perspective of land use, and get out 
in front of issues. Partnering of 
provincial policies and mandate 
with the local government decision process for 
zoning and development leads to local government 
being in sync with provincial policies and working 
together,” states Helene Roberge, Unit Head, Clean 
Communities Section of the Ministry of Environment. 
She was co-lead for Develop with Care 2014. 

 
A Compilation of Best Practices: “Develop with 
Care has evolved and grown from its beginnings in 
2006, as a reference to preserve species and 
ecosystems on Vancouver Island, to becoming the 

reference of choice to protect 
ecological values in urban and 
rural communities across British 
Columbia, elsewhere in Canada 
and even overseas.  We are 
delighted to offer this compilation 

of best practices to landowners, local governments 
and the development industry,” summarizes Maggie 
Henigman, co-lead for creation and evolution of the 
Develop with Care series.  Maggie Henigman is an 
Ecosystems Biologist with the Ministry of Forests, 
Land and Natural Resource Operations.
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Part B: Align with Provincial Policy & Regulatory Framework 

 

Figure 14

Develop with Care 2014 promotes ways to retain and create 
environmental function and resilience as communities grow… 

Support for Decision‐Making:   
Features  information  on  ‘green’  alternatives  to 
standard urban development practices,  riparian 
protection, climate change, waste management, 
the  protection  of  Environmentally  Valuable 
Resources, a Terms of Reference  for conducting 
biological inventories, Checklists for streamlining 
review processes, species and land use based Fact 
Sheets, and much more. 

Guidance, Not Legislation:  
Based on science and experience, and building on 
leadership  that  is  being  shown  by  many  local 
governments  and  developers  to  create  resilient 
communities  and  developments,  Develop  with 
Care 2014 is intended to support and encourage 
good  decision  making  and  to  influence 
sustainable  planning.    In  addition  to  what  is 
prescribed  in mandatory  provincial  and  federal 
legislation, or to objectives that are set, Develop 
with Care 2014 provides guidance on how to meet 
those standards without being prescriptive. 


