MAKE A DIFFERENCE | starta petition

caréz

JOINUS ~ SIGN IN

PETITIONS HEALTHY LIVING REWARDS

ANIMALS WOMEN POLITICS FOOD LGBT HUMAN RIGHTS MORE

4
2> 7 LR AR e 1 | = d
START A PETITION JOINUS  SIGNIN j ;

SEl A

The Science Behind the The Really Scary Thing We’re on the Cusp of the Meet the Green Bank
Rise in Deadly Flesh- About Those Jaw-Dropping 6th Mass Extinction Event. That'’s Investing in Eco-
Eating Bacteria in Siberian Craters Can We Halt it in Time? Friendly Initiatives

Could a LEED for Roads Spur Greener

Infrastructure?
by Beth Buczynski | July 6, 2014 | 5:00 am

Be the first of your friends to like this.

Daily Cute: Corgi Will Florida
Has a Great Way to Postpone
0 Avoid Going Outside ~ Congressional
20
0
2
62

In a recent interview for American Public Media’s Marketplace, President Obama once again
acknowledged America’s crumbling infrastructure, and the fact that no one in Congress seems too

terribly concerned about it:

“...we've got $2 trillion of deferred maintenance: roads, bridges, an air-traffic control system that’s 1of3

creaky, an electrical grid that wastes too much energy and is highly inefficient, and we could be
putting hundreds of thousands of folks back to work right now and not only put a big boost to the
economy in the short term, but also lay the foundation for economic competitiveness in the long
term. That creates a lot of middle-class jobs. The challenge we have is not that we don’t know what
to do. The problem is that we've got a Congress right now that’s been saying no to proposals that
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would make a difference.” T Alabama Gets Major
Alabams Victory on Abortion Rights
In case you missed it, the 2013 Report Card for America’s Infrastructure gave the performance and PPN \\hile Texas Returns to

condition of the nation’s infrastructure an overall grade of D+, up from a D in 2009 (hooray?). Court

The fact that bridges and dams are literally falling apart in this country seems an apt example of...

everything, but that’s a discussion for another time. Regardless of bank account or political persuasion,
Giraffe Killed After Hitting

every American relies on this infrastructure for survival. And from the highest levels of government on
Head on Highway
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down, we're scrambling to figure out which projects to tackle first, and how to ensure the updates are
enough to bring us into the next century, and beyond.

The increasingly unpredictable consequences of global warming demonstrate our need for infrastructure
that’s not only sound, but also smart and eco-friendly. Applying green building concepts to infrastructure
is still a very new idea, one that there has been no comprehensive, standardized way to quantify — until
now.

Introduced in 2012, the Envision rating system, created by the Zofnass Program and Institute for
Sustainable Infrastructure, strives to be for infrastructure what the LEED certification system is for
buildings.

“Roads are the connective tissue of commerce and make economic growth possible,” Bill Bertera,
president and CEO of the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure, told GreenBiz.com. “Since connectivity
drives GDP, how we prep our infrastructure for the future is an important consideration, especially for the
business community.”

“The USGBC focuses on the vertical infrastructure and we focus on horizontal infrastructure,” Bertera
continued. “Between the two organizations, we can offer a community a complete palette for making itself
more sustainable.”

The Envision system is built on the idea that infrastructure products are most successful — and
sustainable — when they employ a holistic approach that takes the environment into account during
planning instead of applying mitigation “bandages” after the fact. At its most basic, Envision is a checklist
for engineers and city planners. Structured as a series of yes/no questions, the system assesses
projects across five categories — quality of life, leadership, resource allocation, natural world and climate
and risk — for a total of 60 sustainability criteria, called credits. “As with LEED certification, Envision
helps projects achieve different levels of designation from a third-party evaluator,” reports GreenBiz.

Although a lack of funding might make it difficult for current projects to achieve certification, the tools are
freely available as a foundation for anyone interested in making a project more sustainable.

So far, 300 infrastructure projects are using Envision, and about 30 are expected to go through the
verification process.
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