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6. Partington Creek IWMP: 
Putting It All Together  

Adopted by Council in July 2011, the Partington 
Creek Integrated Watershed Management Plan 
showcases a culmination of efforts over the years 
to make the switch from traditional land 
development to a new approach where 
watershed health is considered as important as 
development. It features the solutions worked out 
during the Hyde Creek watershed development 
process where new source control requirements 
faced some challenges come implementation 
time.  

Partington Creek itself is one of the last 
ecologically healthy streams in Metro Vancouver 
and boasts a salmon spawning return in the 
thousands.  The watershed has several other 
fish-bearing creeks with forested headwaters.  

The watershed is planned to support the addition 
of 10-15,000 people and feature a new village 
centre.    

“The Partington process ran 
generalized land use planning, 
watershed planning and 
financial modelling processes 
concurrently,” says Perry 
Staniscia, Lands and 
Properties Manager.  “The 

proposed land use pattern evolved, through an 
iterative process, to maximize environmental 
protection and rainwater management outcomes, 
while still meeting the financial objectives of the 
development.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation 

The Partington Creek IWMP recommendations 
are fully funded through development cost 

charges and include: 

 

Recognition 

Kerr Wood Leidal, the consultant retained to 
undertake the watershed plan, and the City of 
Coquitlam shared the Consulting Engineers of 
BC (CEBC) Award of Excellence in March 2012 
for the Partington Creek IWMP.  

“The Partington Creek IWMP is a significant 
achievement and is expected to be instrumental 
in ensuring that future development activity in the 
watershed is congruent with the fish habitat 
values that currently exist in the watershed,” says 
Diana Trager, Area Director for Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada.  

Exhibit 4 encapsulates the story of the Partington 
Creek Integrated Watershed Management Plan. 

� Enhancing 1.4 km of important fish 
habitat through floodplain creation, 
riparian restoration and instream 
complexing;  

� Maximizing source controls to intercept 
rainwater and infiltrate it into the 
ground;  

� Supplementing with regional facilities 
where source controls can only be 
partially implemented; and  

� Using baseflow augmentation facilities 
and diversions with flow splitters to 
mimic natural creek flows.    
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Exhibit 4 


