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 We have a bridging role between Province, 
local government and community:

 Foster alignment of regional and local actions with provincial goals

 Facilitate inter-regional collaboration in local government setting

 Promote a “ design with nature” approach to land development

 We are  building on the ‘collaborative model’ to 
implement Living Water Smart and Green Communities: 

 Deliver Water Sustainability Action Plan through partnerships

 Stewards of Stormwater Planning: A Guidebook for BC

 Hub for “convening for action” network in local government setting



The Water Sustainability Action Plan….

… provides an umbrella for demonstration 
projects that  are informing Provincial policy      

through the ‘shared responsibility’ model

Released in February 2004….



In 2003, we created a framework for building partnerships… 
in the local government setting…and turning ideas into action

Water‐Centric
Planning

This is the original branding image: 



WHAT IS: Water Sustainability Action Plan for BC

Weekly e-blasts

We develop tools. We develop talent. We focus on outcomes.



 The Province - those who provide legislative framework 
 Local Government - those who plan, regulate and ….

operate, maintain and build
 Developers - those who build
 First Nations – those who connect to the land
 Stewardship Sector – those who advocate for conservation
 Agricultural Sector – those who grow food
 Academia - those who provide research

MISSION POSSIBLE
The ‘regional team approach’ brings together….



“The Water Bucket is providing reasons to 
have the conversation about ‘why change’. 
The resulting awareness of need will help us 
obtain the mandate to implement watershed-
based land use planning.”

Marvin Kamenz, Municipal Planner
Town of Comox

September 2009





What is the Water Balance Model?

THREE SCALES
• watershed
• development
• site

Now, three user 
LEVELS:
• engineering
• planning
• landowner

A web-based scenario comparison tool so that 
users can quantify the  impacts of land use changes on 

the Water Footprint and hence Stream Health



WBM Express for Landowners

What is on the property now?

What is the planned change?

How will runoff volume  and 
rates change?

How can the changes be 
reduced to support the local 
watershed objectives?

THE GOAL: “Lighten the Water Footprint”



Interface is no more complex than 
the dash board of a car….

Gray = hard 
& produce runoff

Green = absorbent 
& self-mitigating

Blue = storage areas 
& receive runoff

User choices drive the dial 

Click  and drag  to 
define  property  



“Vancouver Island 2065”
The decisions we make today will 

ripple through time to create a legacy



“Vancouver Island has the potential 
of becoming a sustainability 

development model for Canada.”

Eva Kras
Visionary, Scholar, 

Traveler and Author

Settlement, Economy and 
Ecology in Balance



Water is the Vital Link
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Agriculture Water Demand Model
Results for Metro Vancouver by Water Source ‐ 2003 

Assuming good management

20

Water Source Irrigated 
Area (ha)

Irrigation Demand 
(m3)

Water License 3104 15,382,000

Water Purveyor 8620 38,957,000

Groundwater 1232 5,723,000

Total 13,070 60,713,047



Metro Vancouver Water Demand – Build out

Year Irrigation Demand 
(m3)

Area (ha) 13070 ha
1997 31,269,000
2003 55,034,000
(including 
greenhouses)

60,713,000

Build out area 34,675 ha
2003 140,151,000

2050 164,300,000
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Georgia Basin Inter-Regional Collaboration

DELIVERABLE:

“Towards a Watershed Health Legacy: Elements of An 
Adaptive Management Framework”

“Through sharing & learning, ensure that 
where we are going is indeed the right way” 

VISION: 
Move beyond the rhetoric and into the substance of 
watershed health and how to effectively monitor it

TURNING VISION INTO ACTION: 
Community development activities and alteration of the Built 
Environment will result in cumulative benefits, not impacts 




