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1. Neighbourhood Plan Context
� The site is on the North Shore of Greater Vancouver in

the western half of the District of West Vancouver, nine
kilometers (six miles) from the Lions Gate Bridge on a
southward facing slope of varying gradients, getting
steeper at the higher levels, oriented towards and
connected to Howe Sound, with views across to Point
Gray, Vancouver and Vancouver Island.

� Before 20th Century it was largely uninhabited forest,
rocks and streams. When Caulfeild arrived there were
few signs of habitation close by; only a pilot house in
Skunk Cove and the Point Atkinson lighthouse, a cannery
a short distance to the east, and a small native community
in Eagle Harbour.

� Now Clovelly-Caulfeild is a fully developed,
homogeneous single family residential neighbourhood of
some 230 homes; part of a larger area commonly known
as Caulfeild stretching along the coast from Cypress
Creek to Gallagher Place and up to the Upper Levels
Highway.

� Its neighbourhood character uniquely blends its natural
heritage and the planning heritage of its founder Francis
Caulfeild with later development practices.

� However, recent and imminent re-development pressures
threaten the neighbourhood’s heritage and integrity. The
Neighbourhood Plan aims to restore and preserve
neighbourhood character.
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2. Who was Francis Caulfeild?
� Francis Caulfeild, an Englishman of independent means,

a scholar and lover of nature, was West Vancouver’s first
planner and developer.

� He was descended from Anglo-Irish Gentry who had
fought the Spanish Armada with Drake (1588),
participated in the plantation of Ulster, served Country,
Church and Empire, and designed the village of Moy
(County Tyrone) modeled on Marengo, Italy.

� He landed at Skunk (Caulfeild) Cove in 1898. “Here is a
spot they shall not spoil”. Inspired by the forested
landscape he determined to create “a village of beauty
with wise restrictions” in harmony with nature.

� He purchased hundreds of acres of land between the
waterfront and Cypress Falls. Over a period of thirty five
years (1899 to 1934) he set the development pattern of
the Caulfeild area and established the character of
Clovelly-Caulfeild neighbourhood.

� He donated over 60 acres to the District for waterfront
and other public parks, and gave land for St Francis in the
Woods Anglican Church and a nursing home.

� He promoted city planning as both a science and an art,
of vital importance to the welfare of the community.

� He received a Certificate of Good Citizenship from the
District Council in 1926 for the “singular manner” in
which he had developed “a beautiful section of the
municipality”.
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3. Francis Caulfeild’s Principles
and Practice

� Caulfeild’s planning ideas were shaped by his English
birthplace Clovelly, and neighbouring villages nestling on
the rocky coast of Devon and Cornwall. They were also
influenced by his experience of London and big cities,
and mirrored the contemporary thinking of the Garden
City and City Beautiful movements.

� In 1918, as the First World War was drawing to a close
and Canadians were turning their attention to postwar city
building, Francis Caulfeild submitted an essay to the
President of the newly-established UBC on “The
Philosophy of Town Planning”. He urged the University
to take a leading role in developing the principles and
practice of planning in Canada.

� Drawing examples from great world cities his essay
stipulated that city planning is both a science and an art.
Cities simply cannot be laid out on a grid mechanically
ignoring natural features and future growth. They need to
be designed in harmony with the laws of nature.

� He wrote that “to ignore these natural features is a wilful
waste of forces and opportunities ready to one’s hand, but
to ignore them in a situation like that of Vancouver,
where mountains, fiords, rivers and forests exist in
profusion, waiting for intelligent use, is a crime against
nature and society.”

� “As a city cannot be made in complete disregard of the
tendencies of individual inhabitants, so it is impossible
for individuals to locate and build their homes in
complete disregard of the general convenience.”

� He thought that well built cities meet both physical and
psychological criteria. They satisfy the material well-
being of the inhabitants, and allow contemplation, a
contented state of mind, and an inspiration to excellence.

� He put his philosophy into practice planning and
developing Caulfeild. As his sales brochure put it; “This
beautiful property has been laid out with the special
object of preserving the natural beauties of the site, thus
giving opportunities for pleasant homes among unusually
picturesque surroundings”.
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4. From Forest to Village
� Caulfeild was the first of several small villages begun in

the first decades of the 20th century along West
Vancouver’s shoreline. Its development pattern was
distinctive.

� Rather than impose a grid on the landscape Caulfeild
responded to the contours of nature. He followed the
tracks of the deer, bear and cow who took the paths of
least resistance through the forest, crossing streams and
skirting around trees and rocks.

� As a result, Caulfeild’s roads and paths were narrow and
winding, he retained trees and rocks, he did not disrupt
natural drainage, and his lots were irregularly sized and
shaped. Lot size varied, but no lot was less than a quarter
acre. Lots with a view tended to be smaller; lots lacking
a view larger.

� Homes (often summer cottages in the early days) were
situated to respect both landscape and neighbours in a
pattern that combined both privacy and community. Trees
and tree canopy were protected without neglecting
sunlight and views. Homes were built on bedrock. Rock
outcroppings were left in place and gave shape and
texture to gardens. Natural drainage patterns were
sustained. This was Designing with Nature.

� Caulfeild prepared a series of subdivision plans (1904,
1908, 1910, 1915, and1926). He laid out roads as a
system of loops to provide convenient circulation around
the village, and designated Piccadilly as the connection to
the outside world (initially the only connection had been
by boat). In 1908/09 he built a dam a mile inland on
Cypress Creek above the Falls and a wooden pipeline to
supply water to the village.

� Lot sales began in 1910. They were slow. Other parts of
the District closer to Vancouver grew more quickly. By
1912 Caulfeild had sold only seven lots, by 1920 thirty
one and by 1932 a total of 115, including several as far
north as Clovelly Walk and Keith Road.

� Though small the village had a strong sense of identity.
One could talk over the fence to one’s neighbour. Life
centred round the Green, the Red and White store and
post office (which had taken over the former Pilot House
at the dockside), in summer the beach, and later, from the
1930’s onwards, the church of St Francis-in-the-Woods.
One walked everywhere; amidst flower filled gardens in
the village, and in the forest.
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5. From Village to Neighbourhood
� Caulfeild worked hard to overcome the village’s initial

isolation. As soon as West Vancouver District was
incorporated in 1912 he lobbied for a road connection.
Satisfaction came first in 1914 with the introduction of
rail service along the Pacific Great Eastern line (it lasted
only until 1929, supplanted by the Blue Bus), then in
1915 with the opening of Marine Drive.

� The railway and Marine Drive stimulated linear
development generally along the shore, effectively
turning Caulfeild into one of the District’s
neighborhoods. Caulfeild benefited, selling lots from
1916 onwards between Marine Drive and the rail right-
of-way, close to the tiny station PGE had built. This was
the beginning of Clovelly-Caulfeild.

� Caulfeild’s 1926 subdivision plan for this part of his
property was based on his green design concept for
Clovelly Walk. At first he called the eastern half of the
Walk “Forest Lane” to symbolize the park entrance from
Piccadilly to large treed lots of an acre or more along the
Walk.

� He linked the Walk to the sea and the waterfront parkland
he donated to the District that year. Piccadilly and the
Dale accomplished this, but to underline the point he
named a third road (today’s Deer Lane) “A La Mer” and
designed three additional pathways as direct routes.
Clovelly Walk became a defining feature of the
neighbourhood.

� Before Caulfeild passed away in 1934 he transferred
responsibility for his West Vancouver property to his son
Toby, who continued to oversee the sales process for the
next 20 years or so until all the Caulfeild property had
been sold.

� After The Second World War the extension of Clovelly-
Caulfeild up the slope toward the Caulfeild Plateau
resumed in the fifties and sixties as a number of different
owners and developers followed in Caulfeild’s footsteps,
but with changes. Designing with Nature, however, was
still the norm.

� New roads (Caulfeild Drive, Willow Creek etc) continued
to be somewhat winding as they followed the contours,
but with increasing traffic in an automobile-based society
they became wider, and boulevards or sidewalks were
added for pedestrians.
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� New landowners and developers maintained the single
family character of the neighbourhood, but whilst
sometimes continuing the irregular lot shapes favoured by
Caulfeild, their subdivision plans tended to propose more
regular, somewhat smaller lots.

� The District responded by preserving the larger lots
around Clovelly Walk through its RS2 zoning
designation (20,000 square feet minimum), and allowing
smaller lots through RS3 zoning (12,000 square feet
minimum) north of Keith Road and south of the rail right-
of-way.

� Applied reasonably, these planning regulations did not
jeopardize neighbourhood character and allowed for a
rich diversity of house styles. Post and beam, west coast
modernism, international and craftsman homes were
designed by some of Vancouver’s best-known architects,
such as Robert Berwick, Bob Lewis, Arthur Erikson and
others both before and after the regulations came into
effect.

� The new generation of developers included several who
respected Caulfeild’s values and continued to apply his
ideas. Ted Henderson who developed properties up
Willow Creek Road in the sixties was one. He envisaged
Willow Creek as a buffer protecting the neighbourhood
from more standard sub-divisions.

� Howard Martin was another. A leading developer in both
Vancouver and on the North Shore he traveled to England
to purchase the Caulfeild family’s remaining West
Vancouver properties.

� He donated 10 acres to the
School Board for Caulfeild
Elementary School in 1954 with
the proviso that the eastern end
of the property should be kept
as forest, because he believed
that children should have direct
contact with nature.

� Martin built homes around the
school during the sixties and
seventies, and in the mid-
seventies was instrumental in bringing together the
various owners in a process that led to the 1978 approval
of the Caulfeild Plateau. Land Use Contract, and the
subsequent development of the Plateau.

� By the nineties, Clovelly-Caulfeild was fully developed.
Over the past few years B.C.’s booming economy and the
upward spiral of real estate values in West Vancouver
created a market for larger homes, stimulating a trend
toward re-development in the neighbourhood which
potentially threatens the heritage created here over the
past century.
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In the late 19th Century, the Clovelly-Caulfeild area was 
largely  uninhabited forest, rocks and streams.  When   
Francis Caulfeild arrived, there were few signs of habitation 
close by - only a pilot house in Skunk Cove and the Point 
Atkinson lighthouse, a cannery to the east and a small   
First-Nations community in Eagle Harbour.   

Introduction Today Clovelly-Caulfeild is a fully developed 
neighbourhood of some 230 homes.  It is 
part of a larger area commonly known as 
Caulfeild, stretching along the coast from 
Cypress Creek to Gallagher Place, and up 
to the Upper Levels Highway.   

The development pattern established by 
Francis Caulfeild gives the neighbourhood 
its unique character of narrow winding 
streets, and homes that are well integrated 
with the natural setting.   

The goal of the Neighbourhood Plan is to 
accommodate new development, while  
preserving the established character of the 
Clovelly-Caulfeild neighbourhood.   

The Pacific 
Great  Eastern       

Railway 

CLOVELLY-CAULFEILD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The Story of the Neighbourhood... 

WVMA photo (CAU 00B) 

WVMA photo (CAU 12A 04) 

WVMA photo (CAU 12A 05) 

Caulfeild’s Landing near Pt. Atkinson 

Forest Lane (now Clovelly Walk) 

WVMA photo (CAU 02B 03) 

The junction of Piccadilly North and  
Forest Lane (now Clovelly Walk) 



Francis Caulfeild, a scholar and lover of nature, is considered to be West Vancouver’s “first planner 
and developer”.  He landed at Skunk (Caulfeild) Cove in 1898.  Inspired by the forested landscape, 
he set out to create “a village of beauty”, in  harmony with nature. 
 
Over a period of thirty years (1899 to 1934), he set the development pattern of the Caulfeild area 
and established the character of the Clovelly-Caulfeild Neighbourhood.  Francis Caulfeild received 
a Certificate of Good Citizenship from the District Council in 1926 for the “singular manner” in which 
he developed “a beautiful section of the municipality”. 

Who was Francis William Caulfeild? 

Francis William Caulfeild 

Caulfeild’s planning ideas were shaped by his English 
birthplace, Clovelly, and neighbouring villages nestled 
on the rocky coast of Devon and Cornwall.  Caulfeild 
was also influenced by his experience of London and 
other ‘big’ cities, and perhaps inspired by the “Garden 
City” and “City Beautiful” movements. 

CLOVELLY-CAULFEILD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
In memory of Francis Caulfeild 

Two Oak 
Trees grown 
from acorns 
planted by 
Francis W. 
Caulfeild 
(Pilot House 
Garden). 

The Story of the Neighbourhood... 

WVMA photo (CAU 00D) 

WVMA photo (CAU 03B 06) 

WVMA photo (CAU 0E) 



Francis Caulfeild’s Planning Philosophy 
 
In 1918, as the First World War was drawing to a close, and Canadians were 
turning their attention to postwar city building, Francis Caulfeild submitted an 
essay to the President of the newly-established UBC on “The Philosophy of 
Town Planning”.  He urged the University to take a leading role in developing the 
principles and practice of planning in Canada.  
 
Drawing examples from great world cities, his essay stipulated that city planning 
is both a science and an art.  Cities simply cannot be laid out on a grid mechani-
cally ignoring natural features and future growth.  They need to be designed in 
harmony with the laws of nature. 
 
Caulfeild wrote that “to ignore these natural features is a wilful waste of forces 
and opportunities ready to one’s hand, but to ignore them in a situation like that 
of Vancouver, where mountains, fiords, rivers and forests exist in profusion, 
waiting for intelligent use, is a crime against nature and society”.   
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Francis 
Caulfeild with 

his dog at 
Caulfeild’s 

Landing near           
Pt. Atkinson 

1916 Subdivision Map with Caulfeild’s irregular shaped 
lots of varied size 

Caulfeild  
Properties 
Brochure 
WVMA  

WVMA photo (CAU 00B)  
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From Forest to Village 

Caulfeild prepared a series of subdivision plans (1904, 
1908, 1910, 1915, and 1926).  He laid out roads as a sys-
tem of loops to provide circulation around the village, and 
designated Piccadilly as the connection to the outside 
world.  In 1908-09 he built a dam on Cypress Creek above 
the Falls (a mile inland) and a wooden pipeline to supply   
water to the village. 
 
Lot sales began in 1910, but sales were slow at the start.  
By 1912 Caulfeild had sold only seven lots; by 1920, thirty-
one lots had sold, and by 1932, 115 lots had sold, including 
several as far north as Clovelly Walk and Keith Road. 

The Highway at the junction (Piccadilly 
South) 

View from the Cove 

Caulfeild was the first of several small villages developed along West Vancouver’s shoreline.  Its development pattern was distinctive; rather than 
impose a grid on the landscape, Francis Caulfeild responded to the natural contours and followed the tracks of the deer, bear and cow, that took 
the paths of least resistance through the forest, crossing streams and skirting around trees and rocks.  

Caulfeild lots were irregularly sized and shaped, and 
were laid out so as not to disrupt natural drainage.  
Lots with views tended to be smaller than those     
without, but no lot was less than a quarter acre in size.   

Caulfeild Station on the PGE 
Railway 

The water 
supply of 
Caulfeild, 

Cypress 
Falls (about 
1 mile from 

the coast 
and 200 or 
300ft above 

sea level) 

The Story of the Neighbourhood... 

WVMA photo (CAU 10A 01) 

WVMA photo (CAU 07A 004) 

WVMA photo (CAU 12A 0B) 
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From Village to Neighbourhood (Pre-WWII) 

Kettle after a day’s surveying.  This is 
the “Keith Road’, the only means of 
communication along the North Shore 
till the P.G.E Railway 

KEY EVENTS: 
• 1912 incorporation of District of West Vancouver 
• 1914 Pacific Great Eastern Line established 
• 1915 Marine Drive  
• 1929 Blue Bus 

The railway and Marine Drive stimulated linear development along the shore, effectively 
turning the village of Caulfeild into one of West Vancouver’s first neighbourhoods.  From 
1916 onward, Caulfeild sold lots between Marine Drive and the rail right-of-way, close to 
the station built by PGE Railway.  This was the beginning of Clovelly-Caulfeild. 

Caulfeild’s 1926 subdivision plan was based on his “green concept” for Clovelly Walk. Initially he 
called the eastern end of the Walk “Forest Lane”, symbolizing the park entrance from Piccadilly, to 
large treed lots of an acre or more along the Walk.  The Walk would also be linked to the sea and 
the waterfront parkland he donated to the District that year. Piccadilly and the Dale accomplished 
this, but to underline the point he named a third road (today’s Deer Lane) “A La Mer” and designed 
three additional pathways as direct routes. 

Entrance to Caulfeild of West Vancouver  

The Story of the Neighbourhood... 

WVMA photo (CAU 02B 02 ) WVMA photo (RAH WVA ) 
Caulfeild Station (built by PGE) 

WVMA photo (CAU 12A 01) 
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Dates shown to illustrate phasing of development only.  Subject to confirmation. 
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From Village to Neighbourhood (Post-WWII) 

• Ted Henderson developed properties up Willow Creek Road in the 1960’s 
• He envisaged Willow Creek as a buffer protecting the neighbourhood from more       

standard sub-divisions 
• Howard Martin was a leading local developer 
• He traveled to England to purchase the remaining West Vancouver properties from the 

Caulfeild family 
• In the mid 1970’s, Martin was instrumental in bringing together the partnership that      

developed the Caulfeild Plateau 
• This process led to the 1978 approval of the  
• Caulfeild Plateau Land Use Contract 
• By the 1990’s, Clovelly-Caulfeild was fully developed.  

The extension of Clovelly-Caulfeild  up the slope toward the Caulfeild Plateau resumed in the 1950’s and 1960’s, as a number of different   
owners and developers followed in Caulfeild’s footsteps.  New roads (Caulfeild Drive, Willow Creek, etc.) continued to be somewhat winding as 
they followed the contours, but with increasing traffic in an automobile-based society, they became wider, and boulevards or sidewalks were 
added for pedestrians.  Lots also became smaller and more regular in shape over time.   

J.Rimmer and his wife, at the west end 
of Forest Lane (now Clovelly Walk).  
Their house, which is just out of the   
picture on the right, has just been    
completed.  Others are beginning to 
build further along this road. 

The “Story of the Neighbourhood” 
was researched and prepared by 

David Carter and Adrienne   
Nicholson, with the assistance            

of District staff. 

The Story of the Neighbourhood... 

WVMA photo (CAU 10A 01) 



The School in the Forest... 

CLOVELLY-CAULFEILD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Howard Martin donated 10 acres to the West Vancouver School District for Caulfeild Elementary School in 1954, on the condition that the  
eastern end of the property should be kept as forest.  He believed that children should have direct contact with nature.  Martin built homes 
around the school in the 1960’s and 1970’s. 

Caulfeild Elementary School 
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Dates shown to illustrate phasing of development only.  Subject to confirmation. 
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Design with Nature... 

Mrs. Henshaw’s garden  Mrs. Henshaw’s house & garden  Buscomb’s home ; Stone’s home  
WVMA photo (CAU 11A 04) WVMA photo (CAU 03B 06) WVMA photo (CAU 03B 07) WVMA photo (CAU 02B 01) 
James Rimmer’s house 

Caulfeild’s homes (often summer cottages in the early days) were situated to respect both landscape and neighbours, in a pattern that combined 
both privacy and community.  Trees and tree canopy were protected, without neglecting sunlight and views.  Homes were built on bedrock, and 
rock outcroppings were left in place, which gave shape and texture to gardens.  Natural drainage patterns were sustained.    

West Vancouver is also the ‘birthplace’ of the West Coast Modernist movement, which was founded on ‘design with nature’ principles.  As noted in 
the Introduction to the West Vancouver Survey of Significant Architecture: 1945-1975, “the Rocky and irregular sites, often with spectacular views 
of the ocean or native forests, led to a sensitive response from …talented designers.  It was considered crucial to continue the subordination of 
man-made improvements to the natural character of the site, even though this may cause some inconvenience at time.” 




