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PART C: Hastings Creek Demonstration Application of a Watershed / Landscape-Based Approach  

4. Lynn Valley Town Centre 
Figure 7 shows the location of the future Lynn 
Valley Town Centre in a watershed context. 
“Situated in the heart of Lynn Valley, it is identified 
in the OCP as the District’s Municipal Town 
Centre with medium and higher density uses,” 

states Karen Rendek, 
Policy Planner and the 
District’s project leader for 
plan development.  

“Building on the existing 
strong commercial core 
with recreation and civic 
uses, a mix of new 
residential, commercial and 

employment uses, park and community space, 
and green building design and infrastructure will 
create a more vibrant and complete community.” 

 

Watershed / Landscape-Based 
Approach to Community Planning 

The inter-connected Lynn Valley Town Centre 
and Hastings Creek Watershed Blueprint 
processes are a demonstration application of 
what was envisioned when a Metro Vancouver 
working group produced a guidance document 
titled A Watershed / Landscape-Based Approach 
to Community Planning, released in 2002. In its 
simplest expression this approach is aimed at the: 

 Protection of people and property from natural 
hazards. 

 Protection and conservation of self-sustaining 
ecosystems. 

 Continuation and growth of resource-based 
economic activity. 

 Provision of an affordable, sustainable and 
maintainable infrastructure. 

The inter-municipal working group was chaired by 
Susan Haid, now the District’s Manager of 
Sustainable Community Development. 

 

Celebration of Rain  

“A unique aspect of the Draft Implementation Plan 
for the Lynn Valley Town Centre is that it is very 
much about rain,” continues Karen Rendek. 

 
Rain is in the Community’s DNA: “Rain is a 
common occurrence in Lynn Valley. We have 
approximately 3 metres of rainfall each year. It is 
part of the community's DNA.You don’t have to 
explain it to people. They get it. Everyone has a 
story about rain and why they celebrate it. The 
Draft Implementation Plan recognizes this cultural 
dimension and celebrates this natural feature.” 

“We have looked beyond the 
individual development sites to 
view their place in a watershed 
context. Rainwater is a key 
feature of everything that is 
proposed. Rainwater is a unifying 
element, and this extends to 
integration with public art.” 

“Our approach is holistic. Every facet of the plan 
envisions an integrated rainwater system, from 
rooftops to roads to green spaces to Hastings 
Creek. We have been guided by this principle: 
how will the Town Centre Draft Implementation 
Plan do its part to improve the overall health of 
the entire Hastings Creek watershed system?” 

 
Collaboration and Integration of Perspectives: 
“The Draft Implementation Plan has benefitted 
from the wisdom of Richard Boase and Ariel 
Estrada,” reports Karen Rendek.  

“We are all very passionate about what we do. 
We are also in tune with the community passion 
and stewardship ethic for the forested character of 
the mountainside. Through collaboration, we are 
sharing and integrating perspectives. As an 
outcome, the Town Centre and Watershed 
Blueprint processes are cross-fertilizing each 
other.” 
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Hastings Creek Location Map   Figure 7 
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PART C: Hastings Creek Demonstration Application of a Watershed / Landscape-Based Approach  

Integrate Geography, History & Culture   

“The Draft Implementation Plan for the Town Centre 
celebrates Lynn Valley’s natural and cultural setting 
and strong sense of community. Sustainable rainwater 
management is one of six ‘key principles’ used to help 
shape the development of the concept plan,” continues 
Karen Rendek. Figure 8 shows the extent of 
redevelopment. 

“Yet rainwater management is more than just one of 
six principles. Rainwater management embodies the 
integration of geography, history and culture. This is 
the reason why we have viewed the Town Centre 
through a rainwater lens, as one of the key lenses. It is 
integral to the form and character of redevelopment.” 

 
Getting It Right the Second Time: “For years, the 
cumulative impacts of a changing landscape on 
Hastings Creek have been apparent. We are seeing 
channel erosion, bank instability and loss of aquatic 
habitat. These impacts have financial consequences 
for the District,” states Richard Boase.  

“As our understanding of the science behind stream 
and watershed health has progressed, it has also 
become clear that redevelopment is an opportunity. 
We have the tools. We have the understanding. It is a 
matter of applying both to ‘get it right the second time’. 
Implement a design with nature approach. Install green 
infrastructure that restores the Water Balance.” 

“The opportunities are watershed-wide. The Lynn 
Valley Town Centre is surrounded by established 
single family residential development. The average 
house age is more than 40 years. Redevelopment is 
resulting in a turnover of the housing stock. The net 
effect is that small houses on large lots are being 
replaced by large houses on small lots. This has 
consequences for the Water Balance.  

“The current Town Centre process has created the 
opportunity for the District to connect the dots and 
achieve an integrated outcome at three scales: site, 
neighbourhood and watershed,” concludes Richard 
Boase. 
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Aerial View of Lynn Valley Town Centre Figure 8 


