
Water Sustainability 
in the South Okanagan

 PART 1 – CONTEXT PRESENTATIONS
 Partnerships, Partnerships, Partnerships
 Communities in Transition

Regional Growth Strategy

 PART 2 – “A MINI-SUMMIT”
Water for Life and Livelihoods:                  
Protecting the Agricultural Legacy and 
Strengthening Communities
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Convening for Action in the South Okanagan
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A Guidebook for British Columbia

 South Okanagan 
Regional Growth Strategy

 Convening for Action 
in the South Okanagan
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Smart Growth on the Ground
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Why a growth strategy
What is it
 The Provincial Goals
 Provincial Role
 Regional Context Statements
 Implementation Agreements
 Status report

Presentation Overview



 Manage population growth to avoid 
sprawl and make efficient use of 
infrastructure

 Create regions with high quality of 
life as foundation for economic 
development

 Provide a way to better coordinate 
efforts

Why a Regional Growth Strategy?



 Funding assistance
 Advice and input through IAC 

(including values such as water)
 Clarify provincial interests and 

initiatives in region
 Facilitate resolution of local disputes
 Advise on legislation and process

Provincial Role



 Purpose
 Guide decisions on growth, change and 

development
 Substance

 regional vision statements
 population and employment projections
 regional policies for key regional interests

• housing • transportation •regional district services
• parks and natural areas• economic development

What is a Regional Growth Strategy?



1. Avoid urban sprawl 
2. Minimize automobile use and encourages walking, 

cycling and transit
3. Efficient movement of goods and people
4. Protect environmentally sensitive areas
5. Maintaining the integrity of the resource base, 

including the ALR
6. Economic development that supports the unique 

character of communities
7. Reducing and preventing air, land and water 

pollution

The Guiding Principles



8.   Affordable appropriate housing
9.   Inventories of suitable land resources for future 

settlement
10. Protecting ground water and surface water
11. Settlement patterns that minimize the risk 

associated with natural hazards
12. Preserving, creating and linking urban and rural 

open space
13. Planning energy supply, energy conservation
14. Stewardship of land, sites and structures with 

cultural heritage value

The Guiding Principles



3 Key Elements of the 
Growth Strategy System

Implementation 
Agreements



 Different approaches
 Two to four years
 Builds relationships
 Agreement on strategic interests (e.g. 

water related) 
 Draft RGS

 vision for the region
 process to achieve vision

Developing a Strategy



 Link between RGS and municipal 
OCP

 How local plans are made consistent
 Two years to develop
 Adoption process similar to RGS
 Dispute resolution procedures

Regional Context Statement



 Local governments can enter into 
agreements to implement a Regional 
Growth Strategy with:
 other local governments
 other levels of government
 boards or authorities

 Could be on any regional matter, 
including water

Implementation Agreements



 Adopted growth strategies
GVRD ● FVRD
RDCO ● TNRD
RDN ● CRD

 Growth Strategies in progress
RDOS
 SLRD

Status Report



South Okanagan
Regional Growth Strategy

Osoyoos
Oliver 

Summerland
Penticton

Electoral Areas
E, F, D, C, A



Vision Statement: FutureVision Forum

South Okanagan residents value living in a 
region that celebrates a sense of 
community that supports a positive quality 
of life, where people can enjoy sustainable 
development with environmental integrity 
while meeting the social and economic 
needs for present and future generations



6 Priority Areas: FutureVision Forum

 Coordinate and encourage ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
 Protect and enhance the ENVIRONMENT
 Strengthen GOVERNANCE and build relationships
 Carefully direct HUMAN SETTLEMENT
 Collaborate on INFRASTRUCTURE and potential shared services
 Strengthen SOCIAL structure supporting community needs



Setting the Context

 Recognize that the need to protect quantity 
and quality cannot be considered in isolation, 
and that quality and quantity requirements 
differ for various users

 Encourage water resources of the entire 
Okanagan watershed to be properly managed 
through provincial controls and /or inter-
regional partnerships.



Setting the Context

● The need to address methods to safeguard both 
the quality and quantity of a finite water supply
while meeting the demands made by a complexity 
of jurisdictional and competing users is a priority 
for the future



Lessons Learned to Date

● Number 1- Concern of local residents
● Concern over quality and quantity 
● Water is fundamental to the lives and livelihoods 

of the people
● The community knows the dilemma but not the 

solution
● Nobody knows what is going on, who to contact 

where to find information
● “Water  Anti - Syzygy”



Objectives

1. Protection of water 
2. Restore environmentally damaged areas, 

particularly areas of high ecological value 
which have been recognized as ‘priority 
systems’ 

3. Improve water resource management with the 
objective of balancing the needs for safe and 
reliable water supply while meeting the user 
needs.



Strategies 
 Support a valley wide approach to manage water 

and recognize the need to collaborate with all 
stakeholders to improve the governance of water 
resources, such as the Okanagan Basin Water 
Board Stewardship Council.

 Support efforts to address water issues with a 
watershed and sub-watershed approach, with a 
coordinated effort throughout the entire Okanagan 
watershed. 

 Support public awareness and conservation 
programs.



Strategies

 Support efforts along Okanagan River and its 
tributaries with the objectives of improving 
water quality, restoring aquatic and riparian 
habitat, and restoring the integrity of the river 
ecosystem.

 Investigate and consider implementation of 
‘source to tap’ management strategies to 
protect the source and effluent controls.  



The Challenges 
● What do decision makers need to consider when 

approving developments to support growth in the 
next 25 years, with respect to water?

● How much water is out there? 
● How can we best manage this resource in the 

Okanagan?
● How do we get the message out into the 

community?
● Where do we go from here? 
● How do we develop meaningful policy to protect 

this valuable resource? 
● Where does the BCWWA fit into the equation? 



Phase II - Next steps
 Tasking the Advisory groups

 Understanding the Issues
 Refinement of goals
 Developing objectives
 Developing strategies (actions)
 Growth strategy options - scenarios / 

preferred option
 Developing policy
 Developing performance indicators



Phase III

Phase III: 2006 - 2007

 Present policies to community for review
 Develop regional agreements
 Write the Regional Growth Strategy 
 Growth strategy options - scenarios / preferred 

option
 Adopt the Regional Growth Strategy
 Develop a monitoring and evaluation program



Thank you

 For more information on the South 
Okanagan Regional Growth Strategy visit:

www.rdos.bc.ca
Or call David Arsenault at 490-4137


