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Format of our session…

Vancouver Rainwater Harvesting Workshop
May 31, 2005

60 Minutes Rainwater Harvesting Panel Discussion
 Introduction / Speaker Bios (5 minutes)
 Patrick Lucey, Aqua-Tex Scientific Consulting 
Ltd., Kimberly BC,
 Bob Burgess, Rainwater Connection – Thetis 
Island BC 
 Randy Page,  Olympic View Golf Course
 Interactive Session (20 minutes)



City of Vancouver National Works Yard
 Drought resistant landscaping 
eliminates the need for permanent 
irrigation systems
 Rainwater is collected, treated and 
used to flush toilets in the building
Waterless urinals, low flow fixtures 
and dual flush water closets combine to 
reduce water consumption
This combination results in a 75% 
reduction in potable water use. 

City of White Rock Operations Building
 The building has a green roof to 
reduce the urban heat island effect
 Gravel parking lots to maximize 
infiltration of rainwater
 Storm water is collected in a storage 
tank for flushing toilets and also 
collected from city streets to help heat 
and cool the building

Omicron Ltd.

Busby & Associates



Ocean Construction – Granville Island 
(Vancouver)

Separates process water
from storm water

150,000 litres of process 
water retained to wash out 
trucks and use as batching 
water for new concrete

Storm water managed 
separately, with entire site 
trenched to capture water at 
the perimeter

Storm water trenches flow into 225,000-litre settling pond.  Some water is used as 
make-up water for concrete batching process.  Excess water (during major storm 
events) is neutralized with CO2 before being discharged into sanitary sewer.

For more information: Scott Dickson, P. Eng., Operations Manager, Ocean 
Construction  



Landscape Guide for Canadian Homes



Innovative local  
responses to water 
conservation and 
rainwater harvesting

Hornby Island: Local 
residents facing 
summer domestic 
water supply and 
groundwater quality 
challenges



Bob Burgess   The Rainwater Connection 
 
The Rainwater Connection is committed to rainwater as an alternative 
source of high quality water for residential, agricultural, and industrial 
use.  As well as designing and installing systems for private residences, 
Bob Burgess consults to government and the development community, 
and promotes the use of rainwater through public presentations and 
workshops.  This builds on 30 years experience as a planning and 
development consultant in the GVRD and Vancouver Island specializing in 
neighbourhood planning, public process and housing. 
 
The Rainwater Connection designs, installs and services complete 
rainwater harvesting systems as an alternative or adjunct water source.  
Since 2002 we have been serving the Gulf Islands and the Lower 
Mainland. We offer a complete Roof to Tap Design service, and the 
company has developed locally manufactured components to suit local 
conditions.  These include debris traps, in line gravity filters and roof 
washers.  For storage we supply a high quality water cistern made of 
circular steel with a durable and water potable (NSF 61 rating) 
polypropylene liner.   
 
 



David Tracey – Strathcona Wetland Project
(Vancouver)



1. What is your organization’s (or your client's) 
motivation for implementing RWH?

2. Why did your project proceed? Discuss any local 
regulatory considerations or barriers that were 
overcome.

3. What technical, policy or other measures would 
make rainwater harvesting more financially viable?

Three questions to be addressed…



Grey Water Use - Interpretation
 John Rowse, Provincial Land Use Specialist, Province 

of BC Health Services, can provide interpretation for 
municipalities on issues dealing with Sewage Disposal 
Regulation, Municipal Sewage Regulation and the 
Drinking Water Protection Act

 Cate Soroczan, Policy & Research Division, CMHC can 
provide guidance as to direction of Federal Health 
Canada water standards in this area

Cate is also responsible for water conservation 
research, assessment of new technology, policy and 
regulatory barriers to the adoption of alternative 
approaches 


