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An engineer-planner, Kim Stephens has more than four decades of 

experience. This covers the continuum of water resource and infrastructure 

engineering issues and applications, from master planning and modelling to 

implementation of capital projects. 

He specializes in public policy and professional development, and has played 

a leadership role in a series of initiatives in British Columbia related to water 

conservation and sustainability, watershed health, rainwater management 

and green infrastructure. 

In 1997, he was a member of the Ministry of Environment Working Group 

that developed A Water Conservation Strategy for British Columbia, released 

in 1998. 

Circa 2000, Kim looked at rainfall differently and developed the Water Balance Methodology that the provincial 

government then incorporated in Stormwater Planning: A Guidebook for British Columbia, released in 2002. 

In 2003, Kim was asked by the provincial government to develop the Water Sustainability Action Plan for British 

Columbia, released in 2004. Ever since, Kim has been responsible for Action Plan program delivery and evolution. This 

program includes leading the Georgia Basin Inter-Regional Educational Initiative. Five regions representing 75% of BC’s 

population are partners in the initiative. 

Kim is the principal author and editor of Beyond the Guidebook 2015: Moving Towards “Sustainable Watershed 

Systems, through Asset Management”, released in November 2015. 

Kim has received wide recognition for his pioneering efforts. This includes a Premier’s Award for Excellence and 

Innovation (2009). Also, he has been invited to speak on ‘the BC experience’ and make keynote presentations at 

forums throughout North America, as well as in Australia (2001 & 2016). In 2015, he was invited by United States 

Senator Patrick Leahy of Vermont to provide inspirational remarks at the 2
nd

 Leahy Environmental Summit.  

Prior to embarking on his current provincial role in 2003, Kim Stephens was a vice-president and project manager with 

CH2M Hill, one of North America’s largest environmental engineering organizations. 

 

 

About the Partnership for Water Sustainability in British Columbia 

The Partnership for Water Sustainability in BC originated as an inter-governmental partnership, formed in 2002 to 

fund and develop the Water Balance Model as a web-based decision support tool.  

When the Water Sustainability Action Plan for British Columbia (Action Plan) was released in 2004, the Water 

Balance Model for BC was the centrepiece initiative. Action Plan experience informed development of Living Water 

Smart, British Columbia’s Water Plan, released in 2008, as well as the parallel Green Communities Initiative. 

The Partnership for Water Sustainability is the hub for a “convening for action” network in the local government 

setting, and is responsible for delivering the Action Plan program through partnerships and collaboration. This 

program includes the Georgia Basin Inter-Regional Education Initiative. 

The Partnership for Water Sustainability plays a bridging role between Province, local government and community; 

and is the steward for Stormwater Planning: A Guidebook for British Columbia, a provincial guidance document 

released in 2002. 


