
Today, four cascading modules culminate 
in a town-hall reflections session….

A. Looking from Above

B. Looking at Today

C. Looking Forward

D. Securing Tomorrow



Workshop Road Map

A. Spirit and Science –

An Inclusive Journey

B. Is Irrigation the Elephant 

in the Room?

C. Create a Future in Harmony 

with the Water Balance

D. Moving Towards a 

Sustainable Water Future
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Create a Future in Harmony with the Water Balance



A legacy of past community planning and 

infrastructure servicing practices is…

The natural water balance of watersheds is out of balance! 

This has financial, level-of-service and lifecycle impacts and  

implications that are drivers for local government action



AN OVER-ARCHING THEME: 

What happens on the land matters!

It has taken more than a decade to implement a 

policy, program and regulatory framework that 

makes possible ‘Water-Resilient Communities

2003 – The Teachable Year

2008 – Call to Action

2014 – Game-Changers Enable Action



INTRODUCING THE NEW PARADIGM –

“Watersheds as Infrastructure Assets”

A watershed is an 

integrated system.

The three pathways by which 

rainfall reaches streams are 

‘infrastructure assets’.

The three pathways provide 

‘water balance services’.

The 3 pathways are:
• over the land surface
• shallow horizontal (interflow)
• deep vertical to groundwater



This mind-map illustrates how 

the work of the Partnership fits 

within the provincial framework 

for Living Water Smart and 

Building Greener Communities



“The role of local government is 

to deliver services. Achieving 

sustainable service delivery is the 

end goal of asset management.”

David Allen, Co-Chair

Asset Management BC

&

CAO, City of Courtenay



Of the three game-changers for action,

the BC Framework is the lynch-pin because….

…it provides local government with the 

financial incentive for integration of 

‘watershed systems thinking’ into 

asset management

What Happens on the Land Matters:



Next, over to Bob Sandford, 

water champion and author, 

who recently said….

“We had no idea until recently 

how much we rely on the 

stability of the hydrological 

cycle in our day to day lives”


